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Fire/Life Safety 
 

Survey of Building Code Provisions for Historic Structures 
NBS Technical Note 918 
US Dept of Commerce/National Bureau of Standards 
1976 
Melvyn Green and Patrick W. Cooke  
 

https://nvlpubs.nist.gov/nistpubs/Legacy/TN/nbstechnicalnote918.pdf 
  
 
NFPA 914:  Code for the Protection of Historic Structures (2019) 
 

https://www.nfpa.org/codes-and-standards/all-codes-and-standards/list-of-
codes-and-standards/detail?code=914 

 
 
Fire Safety in Historic Buildings by Jack Watts, 2007 
 

https://intoorg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2015/09/2B27.FireSafetyInHistBldgs.pdf 

 
 
Fire Prevention & Building Code Compliance for Historic Buildings: A Field 
Guide, 1997.   University of Vermont 

 
https://www.uvm.edu/histpres/307/LifeSafetyFieldGuide.pdf 

 
 
Archaic Materials 
 



Guidelines on the Fire Rating of Archaic Materials and Assemblies 
HUD, 1982,  NIBS 2000 
 

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/Publications/PDF/fire.pdf 
 
 
Fire Protection Measures in Scottish Historic Buildings, 1997 
 

https://issuu.com/hspubs/docs/tan-11---fire-protection-measures-in-
scottish-hist 

 
 

National Park Service Publications 
 

 
Codes and Regulatory Requirements for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings 
 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/applying-rehabilitation/successful-
rehab/codes.htm 

 
 
Preservation Brief 3: Improving Energy Efficiency in Historic Buildings  
 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/3-improve-energy-
efficiency.htm 

 
 
Preservation Brief 32: Making Historic Properties Accessible 
 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/32-accessibility.htm 
 
 

Preservation Brief 37: Appropriate Methods of Reducing Lead-Paint Hazards 
in Historic Housing 
 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/37-lead-paint-hazards.htm 
 
Preservation Brief 41: The Seismic Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings 
 

https://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-preserve/briefs/41-seismic-
rehabilitation.htm 

 
 
Energy Conservation 
 

ASHRAE Guideline 34-2019, Energy Guideline for Historic Buildings 



 
 

https://www.ashrae.org/about/news/2019/ashrae-publishes-new-guideline-
on-energy-efficiency-for-historic-buildings 

	
 
Universal Design / Accessibility: 
 

 
United States Access Board: Guidelines and Standards:  
 

https://www.access-board.gov/guidelines-and-standards 
 

 
2017 ICC ANSI 117.1. Accessible and Usable Buildings  
 

https://blog.ansi.org/2017/08/icc-ansi-a117-1-2017-accessible-
buildings/#gref 

 
 
Universal Access in Historic Buildings, Frank Heitzman, AIA, 2015 
 

http://www.heitzman.org/opuac.html 
 

	


